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We discover the 
only league where 
St Mirren come 
close to Barcelona

Prisoners ‘will 
miss out on 
May election’
PRISONERS in Scottish jails 
will not be able to vote in 
May’s Holyrood elections, 
C a b i n e t  s o u r c e s  h a v e 
insisted.

They explained that legal 
processes, following a ruling 
by the European Court of  Hu-
man Rights that prisoners are 
entitled to vote, would take 
several months to conclude.

“There is no practical way 
they will be able to vote in 
May. Even if  we have to do it, 
the process will take months,” 
the sources said.

Earlier this week, Aidan 
O’Neill QC, a prisoner rights 
expert, told a House of  Com-
mons committee that the Coa-
lition would have to allow pris-
oners to vote in May’s elections 
under the ruling or face expen-
sive compensation claims.

It is understood that at least 
two Scots prisoners are pre-
paring to take their cases to 
the ECHR.

Axing police 
bonuses will 
save forces £8m
BONUS payments to police 
officers have been scrapped 
but they will get extra pay for 
being on call and a plain-
clothes allowance.

The deal sees the end of  
special priority payments for 
basic officers and the suspen-
sion of  performance-related 
payments for superintendents 
and chief  officers.

Announcing the new terms 
and condit ions  package,  
Justice  Secretary Kenny  
MacAskill, said it would mean 
annual savings of  at least 
£8million and this cash would 
remain in police budgets to 
help keep the Government’s 
pledge of  an additional 1000 
officers.

Scots designer 
wins £200,000
fashion award

SCOTS designer 
C h r i s t o p h e r 
K a n e  w a s  
today named 
winner of  the 
British Fashion 
Council/Vogue  
Designer Fash-
ion Fund.

The award for the 28-year-
old, who was born in Newar-
thill, Lanarkshire, includes 
£200,000 and a bespoke year-
long mentoring programme 
to help him develop his label 
into a global fashion brand.

Kane, who has designed for 
Donatella Versace, beat eight 
finalists, including Glaswegian 
print maestro Jonathan Saun-
ders and fellow Scots designer 
Patrick Grant’s E.Tautz label.

THE SMALL 

IT ’ S  n o t  o f t e n  t h a t  S t  
Mirren can claim to be just 
four places behind the 

mighty Barcelona, but in one 
less well-known European 
league they are.

A study of  all Europe’s profes-
sional leagues found the Buddies 
are within touching distance of  
the likes of  Lionel Messi and 
Xavi... for having the shortest 
players.

The findings form part of  a mas-
sive analysis of  the game across 
Europe, undertaken by academic 
research group the Professional 
Football Players Observatory.

They found that Barca have the 
shortest average squad in Europe 
at 177.38cm followed by Ireland’s 
Shamrock Rovers, Cypriot 

side AEK Lar-
naca, France’s 
F C  L o r i e n t 
and then by 

P a i s l ey ’s  ow n  S a i n t s  wh o s e  
players average 177.9cm tall.

But as Dave MacDonald of  the 
team’s unofficial supporters’ web-
site  blackandwhitear my.com 
points out, it’s not the first time St 
Mirren have rubbed shoulders 
with the Spanish champions. 

The clubs first met during a tour-
nament to open Barca’s old stadi-
um, Camp de Les Corts, in 1922.

Dave said: “We actually opened 
their stadium along with Notts 
County and Barcelona back in the 
day, there’s a plaque up somewhere 
to prove it, so we do have other 
links to Barcelona.

“I take it this means we’ve also 
got the smallest team in Scotland? 
Striker Michael Higdon probably 
pushes our average up.”

But does average height make a 
difference to a team’s ability? 

With St Mirren currently four 
points off  the bottom of  the SPL, 

Dave is not so sure: 
“I don’t know if  it 
matters really, 

maybe there’s 
a  s t a t  a b o u t 
h o w  m a n y 
h e a d e r s  w e 

score that would 
tell us.

“It’s true to say 
we  d i d n’ t  s c o r e 
from a corner last 
season until right 
at the very end, and 

I’d gladly trade our 
striker Craig Dar-

g o  f o r 
L e o 
M e s s i , 

with all 
due respect to Dargo.

“Small  players  are 
maybe nimbler, faster, 
but it ’s  not doing us 
much good is it? We’ll 
see, it’s clearly not harm-
ing Barca much.”

The Professional Foot-
ball Players Observatory 

was established in 2005 to 
monitor demographic 
trends in European 
f o o t b a l l .  

It has just released its 
demographic study for 

2 0 1 1  a n d  h a s  
covered the top-

EXCLUSIVE
By EWAN FERGUS

n At 1�8cm,  
St Mirren’s 
smallest player, 
Craig Dargo, 
left, is only a 
fraction  
shorter than  
Barceleona’s 
Lionel Messi 
(1�9cm)

SMALLSAINTS
Paul Gallacher, 
goalkeeper, 183cm
Lee Mair, defender, 
183cm
Marc McAusland, 
defender, 191cm
John Potter, defend-
er, 183cm
Darren McGregor, 

defender, 183cm
Jure Travner, 
defender, 180cm
Jim Goodwin, 
midfielder, 183cm
Steven Thomson, 
midfielder, 173cm
Patrick Cregg, 
midfielder, 175cm

Michael Higdon, 
striker, 185cm
Paul McGowan, 
striker, 170cm
SUBS USED:
Craig Dargo, striker, 
168cm 
Hugh Murray, 
midfielder, 178cm

The heights of the St Mirren team in their 
last SPL match, at home to Dundee Utd.

SPLSIZES
1 Celtic                           182.37
2 Hibs                             182.26
3 Rangers                       182.21
4 Hearts                         181.96
5 Motherwell                  181.70
6 Dundee Utd                 181.09
7 Hamilton                      181.04
8 Kilmarnock                  180.59
9 St Johnstone               180.38
10 Aberdeen                   180.29
11 Inverness CT             179.79
12 St Mirren                   177.90

flight of  36 national associations – 
all members of  Uefa – covering 
more than 13,000 players.

The survey reveals that the aver-
age height of  a footballer in Europe 
is 181.96cm, up 0.28cm on 2008. 

Football analyst Jonathan Wil-
son says it shows there could be 
some truth to the regular lament of  
former players that football is be-
coming more about physique and 
less about technique. 

The English Premier League is 
the seventh tallest of  the 36 leagues 
studied, with the SPL 27th. The  
tallest league is the Czech top  
flight where players are an average 
of  183.29 cms tall. The tallest squad 
in the whole  of  Europe is  SV  
Mattersburg of  Austria whose play-
ers tower above with an average  
of  186.68cm.

For more information about the 
study, log on to www.eurofootplay-
ers.org

ewan.fergus@ 
eveningtimes.co.uk

Average 
heights

n They might be giants to their faithful 
fans, but the curent St Mirren side are 
the sjortest in the Premier League and 
the fifth shortest in Europe
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Plans to curb
Square traffic 
get go-ahead

PLANS to cut traffic 
in George Square 
have been given the 
go-ahead. 

Glasgow has approved 
new traffic  manage-
ment measures for the 
city centre to ease con-
gestion, improve safety 
and boost air quality.

T he pi lot  scheme,  
revealed in the Evening 
Times last week, will 
mean only buses, taxis, 
private hire cars and cy-
clists will be allowed 
into the Square from 
West George Street.

Metered parking will 
also be removed from 
around the Square and 
there will be no access 
to vehicles on the east 
side, directly outside 
the City Chambers.

The aim is to have  
up to 1000 fewer cars 
travelling around the 
area on a daily basis.

Other measures will 
see a second bus gate at 
North Hanover Street, 
south of  the entrance to 
Queen Street Station, to 
reduce traffic on the 
north side of  the Square 
east of  North Hanover 
Street.

The northbound con-
traflow bus lane, north 
of  the Queen Street Sta-
t ion access,  wi l l  no 
longer be in operation 

a n d  N o r t h  H a n ove r 
Street will be two-way 
f o r  a l l  t r a f f i c  f r o m  
Cathedral Street to the 
station entrance.

Roads bosses say fewer 
cars will also help make 
the Square more like 
those in other European 
cities.

Between 750 and 800 
buses and 900 cars use 
the junction daily.

Councillor Jim Cole-
man, executive member 
for land and environ-
mental services, said: 
“ I n t r o d u c i n g  t h e s e 
measures will unblock 
the crowded city centre 
streets,  improve air 
quality and reduce bus 
journey times by 10%.”

The measures are be-
ing introduced on an 
experimental  basis, 
which means they can 
be withdrawn any time.

The council is obliged 
by law to hold a further 
publ ic  consulta t ion  
before making them 
permanent so a starting 
d a t e  h a s  n o t  b e e n 
announced.

caroline.wilson@ 
eveningtimes.co.uk

Move ‘will ease 
city congestion 
and help safety’ 

By CAROLINE WILSON

Warning on £545m
trams project ‘risk’
E D I N BU RG H ’ S  t r a m 
project is facing the risk 
of  not being completed 
and the Scottish Govern-
ment should become more 
involved in it, Audit Scot-
land has warned.

In  a  repor t  on  the 
progress of  the capital’s 
£545million tram line net-
work, the watchdog said 
the Government should 
consider using Transport 
Scotland’s expertise to 
become more involved to 
help avoid possible fur-
ther delays and costs.

Audit Scotland also 
said Transport Initia-
t ives Edinburgh,  the 
body set up by the City 
of  Edinburgh Council to 
deliver the tram system, 

may lack the necessary 
skills and experience to 
complete the project,  
after a number of  staff  
left in recent months.

It is still  hoped the 
project will be completed 
in 2013, but Audit Scot-
land said it  was now 
clear it  would not be 
done within the £545m 
budget.

While utilities diver-
sion works are 97% com-
plete, and 75% of  tram 
vehicles have been built, 
only 28% of  infrastruc-
ture work has been car-
ried out against a target 
of  99% for December 
2010. Meanwhile, 74% of  
the funding has already 
been spent.

WONDERS 

HEIGHTFILE...football’s tallest stars
SCOTTISH 
PREMIER 
LEAGUE: 
Fraser Forster 
(goalkeeper, 
Celtic), far 
left, 201cm

ENGLISH 
PREMIER 
LEAGUE:
Nikola Zigic 
(striker, 
Birmingham 
City), left, 202 
cm.
                      
Peter Crouch, 
Tottenham, 
right, 201cm

EUROPE
 (from 36 
leagues): 

Kristof Van 
Hout (goal-
keeper, 
Standard 
de Liège, 
Belgium) 
208 cm

n How we revealed  
the plan last week


